INVESTING MATCHING ASSET CLASSES TO CIRCUMSTANCES

If property falters, consider gold

NINA SUEBSUKCHAROEN
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will be able to afford a home, the news is
the same: real estate prices are likely (o
vy flatin e shorttem before
declining, predicts Sebastien Leblond, a
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The thing that will make the property
market go downinmy opinion s basically
people getting nto debt. The percentag
of debt per family s rising dramatically.
Those who are looking for an oppor
tuniy to buy propery a a ressonable
posshouldsearctheseoondany markel.
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or not re-clected, either way I think that
will make the market go down.

All commodities are expected to do
well in the near future but those con
sidering diversifying into this market are
warned thatit s very, very volatile. Despite.
this, ifone has the right people managing
acommodities portfolio, then a return of
has 20% per year can be expected.
naking investments in some other
markets there is an option (o select the
preferred currency and Mr Leblond says
the most promisinga the moment s the
yenbecauseitsatitslowest rate in many
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other, more worrisome reasons for this.
The curo should stay stable in his view

In opting to invest in a currency that
yields high interest rates, one also has to

In

he concept is based on climbing a
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mps ing the peak. The first
camps e e psy-
chology of money; the second s where
your personal profile is created; at the
ird camp you set your personal goals;
atthe fourth you comprehend investment
terms; the fifth camp is where you apply
the 11 proven strategles and ormulas; at
thesixthyouimplement youraction p
el e scregth o vou ay
with ongoing coaching.
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cide to invest with me or they can go and
investwith somebody else. Thedifference
is that they will be well-informed and

amount of that yield when exchanging
the currency back 1o Thai baht.
MrLeblondis of the opinion that Thais
should invest abroad because of the cur
rent politicalsituation. “Diversifying into

for their financial freedom.
Howmuch one needs to be financially
fre varies fom person 0 persn. I a
person needs $50,000 per year (o live on
and bas 1 milion i m» Imnk ihat pays
erest

is very good idea, especially now
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private banking that a lot of very wealthy
Thais are investing offshore right now.
hough
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16 10% for cxamplc,then obv
ously with $1 million you are able to get
$100,000. However, that is being overly
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real estate, say a condominium, that is
already built and whose priceis plunging
because one would be able (o acquire it

The poor
tomainly apply to Thailand because Asia
s doing very well at the moment, with
currencies also appreciating.
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Wir Liblond is aso bearish about the
bond market and the Thal stock market,
nghatth former willeltherstay Tat
or'go down. “And stocks, basically with
the poltica scuation a the moment,
would also tend o be negative about

that gold in particular should continue to
tise for another three years.
‘Gold'svaluewill climb, hesays, because:
people will be looking for alternatives.
They will be looking for fixed assets, so
if property is going down and cu
notdoing well, then people will be looking
for things they can touch — fixed assets

the law limits one’s options to approved
foreign investment funds.

But before you take a single step in any
asset class, you should plan for financial
freedom. This could be for retirement,
children’s education, to buy a house or
basically just to save in general. You need
an investment plan based on your risk
tolerance, goals and personality
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to getan income out of your investment,
5% s a realistic rate of return
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perhaps get 7%, I would s
good target, net fees.
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osophy but howdoyou designa plan that
i based on these three, that's the ques
tion,” says Mr Leblond, who has worked
out seven steps (o financial freedom, a
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10 6% return.
Those who invested n propeny  few,
0 would be sitting pretty right
now hm |rynu invest in thenear futue
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